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Three Bach Chorales
Performance Notes
These arrangements of THREE BACH CHORALES are intended to provide young bands with high 
quality material for working on balance, blend, and intonation, in a flexible format.

Bach’s four part writing has been left intact - only the keys have been changed, to the commonly 
used young band keys of Concert B flat and E flat.

A percussion part is provided, although we would be more comfortable if you did not use it.  It is 
there in case you have percussionists who are unable to play mallets and would cause problems if 
they had nothing to do.  The part should be played very softly it is used.

In the score the parts are labeled according to which of the four harmony parts each instrument is 
playing.  That way, it is easy for the conductor to see at a glance which instruments have the same 
part.

Bach did not always follow the voice leading rules that many of us learned in Harmony 101.  There 
are a few awkward leaps (even tritones!) in a some spots (for instance, measures 9 and 10 in Part 3 
of #93).  Brass players who may struggle a bit with this should be helped by the fact that there are 
woodwind instruments who have the same part.  Rehearsing the entire group that has the same part 
together will help the brass players with the awkward jumps. 

Generally, the parts are distributed as follows:

	

 Part 1 - flute, oboe, clarinet, trumpet, mallets
	

 Part 2 - clarinet, alto sax, trumpet
	

 Part 3 - clarinet, alto sax, tenor sax, horn, trombone, baritone
	

 Part 4 - bass clarinet, baritone sax, trombone, baritone, tuba

	

 The oboe part is the same as the mallet part.

Note that, due to range considerations, the part distribution is not exactly the same in all three 
chorales.  The scores reflect this.  On the student parts, the following adjustments have been made.  

	

 Clarinet Part 3 - no part for #342.  Part 2 has been substituted on the Part 3 page.  
	

 Alto Sax Part 3 - no part for #342.  Part 2 has been substituted on the Part 3 page. 
	

 Horn - moves to Part 4 for two measures of #308 (noted on part).
	

 Trombone/Baritone Part 3 - no part for #308.  Part 4 has been substituted.

Note - dynamics and tempo variations have not been stipulated.  Conductors should feel free to add 
expressive elements as they see fit.
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Full Score J.S. BachChorale #93 

This arrangement © 1998 by ApRo Music, Edmonton AB
Purchaser may copy for use with their own students
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Chorale #308Full Score J.S. Bach

This arrangement © 1998 by ApRo Music, Edmonton AB
Purchaser may copy for use with their own students
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This arrangement © 1998 by ApRo Music, Edmonton AB
Purchaser may copy for use with their own students
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